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I.  INTRODUCTION 


The  Montana  Supreme  Court  has  dictated  major 
changes  in  school  finance.  Because  any  response  to  the 
court  requires  the  state  to  assume  a  very  large  share  of 
school  spending,  it  is  appropriate  to  take  two  necessary 
steps:  define  the  basic  system  of  quality  education  that 
the  state  will  fund  and  require  schools  to  be  accountable 
for  the  $600  million  they  spend  each  biennium. 

Defining  a  basic  system  of  quality  education  will 
allow  the  legislature  and  the  court  to  assess  easily 
whether  the  state  is  funding  its  constitutional  share  of 
the  cost.  Furthermore,  the  equalization  of  school  fund- 
ing will  be  made  easier  when  it  is  clear  exactly  what 
education  spending  must  be  equalized.  With  adoption 
of  the  New  Century  Plan  for  Education,  Montana  takes 
its  place  at  the  forefront  of  innovative  state  efforts  to 


bring  accountability  and  quality  to  school  spending  and 
education.  With  adoption  of  the  Montana  School  Re- 
port Cards  Program,  the  Century  Incentive  Program  for 
Teachers,  the  Montana  Parent's  Choice  in  Schools  Pro- 
gram, GAAP,  and  Alternative  Certification,  parents, 
students,  taxpayers  and  educators  will  have  assurance 
that  the  best  education  for  the  money  is  being  offered  in 
Montana. 

This  is  a  big  undertaking,  especially  given  the  time 
limitations  and  other  issues  racing  the  special  session.  I 
recognize  this.  But  these  issues  are  so  important  a  part 
of  the  overall  school  funding  that  I  feel  it  is  my  reponsi- 
bility  to  introduce  them  at  this  time.  I  hope  they  are 
given  serious  attention,  discussion,  and  debate  during 
the  session  concurrent  with  the  funding  issue. 


II.  PROPOSED  DEFINITION  OF 
A  BASIC  SYSTEM  OF  FREE,  QUALITY  EDUCATION 


The  Montana  Constitution  requires  that  the  legisla- 
ture provide  a  basic  system  of  free  quality  elementary 
and  secondary  schools  and  then  fund  its  share  of  the 
cost.  The  Montana  Supreme  Court  has  ruled  that  the 
way  the  state  finances  that  basic  system  is  unconstitu- 
tional; therefore,  it  is  essential  not  only  that  we  revise 
the  funding  method  but  also  that  we  define  the  basic 
system  and  the  state's  share  of  the  funding  for  that  sys- 
tem. 

I  propose  that  the  term  "basic  system  of  free  quality 
public  school  education"  include: 

(1)  The  basic  instructional  program  defined  and 
specified  by  the  Accreditation  Standards  adopted 
by  the  Board  of  Public  Education  as  of  December 
31,  1988,  and  other  legislatively  mandated  in- 
structional programs.  (See  Appendix  "C"  for  de- 
tails on  those  standards.)  New  standards  adopted 
after  that  date  (Project  Excellence)  will  be  in- 
cluded in  the  definition  when  a  new  revenue 
source  is  identified. 

(2)  Salaries  and  mandated  employee  benefits  for  the 
certified  and  noncertified  employees  employed 
by  a  district  to  execute  the  basic  instructional  pro- 
gram and  any  mandated  special  education  pro- 
gram. 

(3)  Resources  and  equipment  required  to  provide  the 
basic  instructional  program,  including  textbooks, 
supplies,  and  media  materials. 

(4)  Beginning  with  the  1991-92  school  year,  capital 
outlay  (physical  plant  maintenance  and  opera- 
tion). This  includes  funds  used  for  insurance,  im- 
provement, equipping,  renovating,  or  repairing 
of  school  buildings  or  school  facilities,  but  does 
not  include  funds  used  for  acquisition  of  land  or 
new  construction  of  school  buildings  or  facilities. 

(5)  Beginning  with  the  1991-92  school  year,  transpor- 
tation to  and  from  public  schools  as  provided  by 
the  legislature. 


(6)  Extra-  and  co-curricular  programs  adopted  in  the 
general  fund  budget  of  a  district  to  enhance  pupil 
utilization  of  the  basic  instructional  program  will 
be  added  to  the  definition  upon  completion  of  a 
review  and  report  to  the  1991  Legislature  by  an 
interim  legislative  committee  working  in  concert 
with  the  Board  of  Public  Education.  In  the  in- 
terim, current  state  general  fund  support  for  these 
programs  will  be  continued. 

The  state  will  be  required  to  provide  its  share  of  the 
cost  of  a  basic  system  of  quality  education.  State  pay- 
ment will  be  made  through  the  foundation  program. 

The  foundation  program  payment  will  finance  the 
general  fund  of  the  district.  The  general  fund  will  in- 
clude teachers'  retirement,  comprehensive  insurance 
and  the  current  general  fund. 

The  general  fund  budget  will  be  financed  by  appro- 
priated foundation  program  revenue  and  may  be  sup- 
plemented by  additional  local  voted  levies. 

Finally,  my  legislation  will  call  for  an  interim  legis- 
lative subcommittee  on  education  working  in  concert 
with  the  Board  of  Public  Education  to  review  the  im- 
pacts of  this  definition  of  a  basic  system  of  quality  edu- 
cation on  school  funding  and  education  in  Montana. 
The  interim  subcommittee  will  report  to  the  next  regu- 
lar legislature  on  its  findings  and  will  make  any  recom- 
mendations necessary  to  fulfill  the  intent  of  this  legisla- 
tion and  to  maintain  oversight  to  assure  continued  com- 
pliance with  the  Supreme  Court  decision. 

My  legislation  ensures  that  the  accreditation  stan- 
dards we  adopt  represent  education  currently  being 
provided  in  Montana.  Any  change  in  accreditation 
standards  from  those  defining  the  basic  instructional 
program  as  of  December  31,  1988,  will  not  be  included 
in  the  definition  unless  affirmatively  ratified  by  the  leg- 
islature. 


III.  NEW  CENTURY  PLAN  FOR 
ACCOUNTABILITY  AND  QUALITY  IN  EDUCATION 


A.  MONTANA  REPORT  CARD  FOR  SCHOOLS 
PROGRAM 

I  recommend  that  we  require  each  school  to  report 
annually,  in  a  manner  discernible  to  the  reader,  on  the 
following  items.  In  most  respects  this  requires  schools 
only  to  report  information  already  gathered  in  their  fall 
reports.  The  Office  of  Public  Instruction  (OPI)  will  be 
requested  to  produce  an  acceptable  format  for  state- 
wide dissemination  to  be  used  by  schools  in  reporting 
to  parents  and  the  public  through  press  release  and  sub- 
mission to  the  Legislature,  the  Governor,  and  OPI.  This 
requirement  excludes  special  education  students  and 
will  maintain  individual  privacy  so  as  not  to  disclose  in- 
formation identifiable  with  individual  students. 

(1)  Student  academic  performance  by  grade  and  sub- 
ject area. 

(2)  Student  assessment  scores  on  standardized  tests. 

(3)  Teacher  and  administrator  attendance. 

(4)  Total  number  of  teachers,  the  ratio  to  total  stu- 
dents and  a  comparison  to  the  average  school  of 
that  size/class. 

(5)  Total  number  of  administrators,  the  ratio  to  total 
students  and  to  total  teachers  and  a  comparison  to 
the  average  school  of  that  size/class. 

(6)  Total  number  of  non-certified  employees,  the  ra- 
tio to  total  students  and  a  comparison  to  the  aver- 
age school  of  that  size/class. 

(7)  Number  of  student  drop-outs. 

(8)  Average  class  size  by  grade  and  subject  area. 

(9)  Average  number  of  years  experience  of  the 
school's  teaching  staff  and  compared  with  aver- 
age size/class. 

(10)  Number  of  teachers  assigned  to  teach  outside 
their  major/minor  areas  of  endorsement. 

(11)  General  fund  spending  above/below  average 
school  of  same  class/size. 


B.  GOVERNOR'S  NEW  CENTURY  INCENTIVE 
PROGRAM  FOR  TEACHERS 

(One- Year  Pilot  Program) 

This  proposal  stimulates  better  teaching  by  reward- 
ing motivated  teachers  with  increased  compensation. 
A  teacher  would  be  nominated  for  a  Century  Incentive 
Program  (CIP)  Grant  based  on  demonstrated  excellence 
in  and  commitment  to  teaching  as  measured  by  class- 
room performance,  creativity,  student/teacher  rela- 


tionships and  other  appropriate  criteria. 

(1)  Nomination  of  individual  teachers  (excluding  ad- 
ministrative staff)  for  a  Century  Incentive  Program 
Grant  can  be  made  by: 

(A)  Majority  vote  of  a  school's  faculty; 

(B)  The  joint  approval  of  a  school  principal  and 
the  district  superintendent; 

(C)  Any  three  parents  with  children  currently  or 
previously  taught  by  the  teacher;  or 

(D)  A  majority  of  the  students  of  a  class  taught  by 
that  teacher. 

(2)  The  teacher  must  then  prepare  a  Century  Incentive 
Program  application  containing 

(A)  Existing  classroom  evaluations; 

(B)  Peer  review  forms  completed  by  a  teacher  se- 
lected by  the  nominee,  a  teacher  selected  by  the 
school  principal /administrator  and  one 
teacher  selected  by  the  school's  faculty; 

(C)  Student  and  parent  comments  solicited 
through  a  general  announcement  from  the 
school;  and 

(D)  Other  information  related  to  the  nomination 
criteria  or  indicative  of  the  individual  teacher's 
excellence  in  teaching. 

(3)  The  nominee's  CIP  packet  will  then  be  reviewed  by 
a  panel  composed  of: 

(A)  A  parent  selected  by  the  school  district's  board 
of  trustees; 

(B)  The  school's  principal/administrator; 

(C)  One  teacher  selected  by  the  school's  faculty; 
and 

(D)  One  student  selected  by  the  student  council  or, 
if  none  exists,  by  the  board  of  trustees. 

Those  Governor's  Century  Incentive  Program 
nominees  selected  by  the  panel  and  ratified  by  the 
school  district  board  of  trustees  will  receive  $2,000  be- 
ginning with  the  school  year  subsequent  to  selection. 

(4)  Legislation  will  contain  language  declaring  that 
Century  Incentive  Program  payments  will  not  be 
considered  salary  for  purposes  of  collective  bar- 
gaining or  purposes  of  tenure  statutes  or  teacher 
retirement. 

(5)  An  individual  teacher  would  be  eligible  for  a  CIP 
grant  only  once  every  three  years. 


(6)  OPI  will  be  instructed  to  draft  a  form  to  be  com- 
pleted by  a  school  district  upon  final  nominee  selec- 
tion. The  Office  of  Budget  and  Program  Planning 
will  then  administer  the  issuance  of  a  check. 

(7)  With  the  excellence  in  teaching  that  this  Century 
Incentive  Program  seeks  to  acknowledge  and  re- 
ward, it  is  anticipated  that  25  percent  of  teachers 
would  be  eligible  and  $5,250,000  will  be  appropri- 
ated. Nominations  will  be  due  on  a  specific  date;  if 
nominations  exceed  anticipated  numbers,  the 
$2,000  compensation  will  be  lowered  proportion- 
ately. 


C.    MONTANA  CHOICE  PROGRAM 

(Two-year  pilot  program) 

(1 )   INTRADISTRICT  AND  INTERDISTRICT  CHOICE 

This  program  will  allow  parents  to  choose  which 
school  their  children  attend.  "Well-crafted  choice  pro- 
grams can  become  lightning  rods  for  educational  eq- 
uity, opportunity,  innovation  and  excellence.  Choice 
can  turn  education  back  into  a  cooperative  enterprise 
between  school,  student  and  teacher."  Gov.  Thomas 
Kean,  New  Jersey 

Minnesota  Governor  Rudy  Perpich  has  moved  his 
state  into  the  forefront  of  education  reform.  Here  are  a 
few  of  his  comments  concerning  choice: 

"I  began  to  realize  that  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant steps  we  can  take  to  improve  students'  aca- 
demic skills  and  attitudes  and  lower  the  dropout 
rate  is  to  expand  the  choices  families  have  to  select 
among  our  public  schools...." 

"When  Minnesota  passed  legislation  that  gave 
parents  school  choice,  people  predicted  their 
schools  would  close  and  that  there  would  be  a  bu- 
reaucratic nightmare  of  red  tape.  But  very  few  stu- 
dents actually  transferred  from  their  school  dis- 
tricts." 

"It  takes  a  compelling  reason  for  students  to 
leave  their  friends  and  neighborhood.  Not  many 
do.  But  under  open  enrollment,  parents  and  stu- 
dents always  have  the  power  and  leverage  to 
choose  another  school.  School  districts  are  com- 
pelled to  create  a  system  of  educational  excellence 
because  state  revenues  follow  students  wherever 
they  go,  and,  after  all,  schools  do  understand  the 
bottom  line."  New  York  Times  3/20/89 

It  is  interesting  that  in  a  1986  nationwide  Gallup 
Poll  68%  of  public  school  parents  endorsed  the  idea  of 
choice  among  public  schools. 


We  would  revise  and  amend  existing  tuition  stat- 
utes to  permit  parents  to  send  children  to  a  school  of 
their  choice  at  no  cost. 

Some  of  the  administrative  details  of  a  Choice  Pro- 
gram are  outlined  in  Appendix  "A." 


(2)    LEARNING  INCENTIVE  PROGRAM 

The  Learning  Incentive  Program  is  a  voluntary 
program  designed  to  provide  greater  educational  op- 
tions for  high  school  seniors  who  desire  additional  in- 
tellectual challenges  by  allowing  them  to  take  courses 
outside  their  resident  district  at  cither  participating 
public  secondary  institutions  or  public/ independent 
colleges  or  universities  for  both  high  school  and  college 
credit. 

Participating  students  may  take  up  to  the  equiva- 
lent of  two  year-long  courses  outside  their  resident  high 
school,  up  to  two  courses  per  semester  at  public/inde- 
pendent colleges  or  universities,  or  any  combination  of 
these  up  to  the  equivalent  of  two  year-long  courses. 
Some  of  the  details  and  administrative  concerns  are 
outlined  in  Appendix  "B." 

The  state  will  pay  for  the  credit  costs  of  the  courses 
taken  on  an  average  credit  per  hour  basis  plus  up  to  $10 
for  books. 


D.    GAAP  (Generally  Accepted  Accounting 
Principles) 

All  K-12  schools  in  Montana  will  be  required  to  use 
generally  accepted  accounting  principles  when  report- 
ing their  expenditures  and  receipts  in  line  with  the  pro- 
posal adopted  by  the  House  Select  Committee  on  Edu- 
cation in  SB  203. 


E.     Alternative  Certification  Program 

Under  this  proposal,  Montana  would  adopt  an  Al- 
ternative Certification  Program.  Alternative  certifica- 
tion would  allow  competent  individuals  to  teach  in 
their  area  of  expertise  though  they  might  lack  tradi- 
tional teaching  certification. 

An  example  of  the  usefulness  of  alternative  certifi- 
cation is  especially  apparent  in  the  area  of  foreign  lan- 
guages. International  economic  interdependency  has 
brought  added  importance  to  language  fluency.  Alter- 
native certification  would  make  it  easier  for  schools  to 
provide  language  options  to  their  students  by  increas- 
ing dramatically  their  pool  of  potential  instructors. 
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APPENDIX  "A' 
MONTANA  CHOICE  PROGRAM 


DESCRIPTION: 

This  program  is  designed  to  assist  school  districts 
in  the  creation  of  intradistrict  and  interdistrict  systems 
of  choice  which  emphasize  parental  selection  of  schools 
at  any  or  all  levels. 

GUIDELINES: 

A.  Choice  Registration  Process 

1.  Registration  will  begin  at  a  specified  time  each 
year. 

2.  The  process  should  allow  time  for  parental 
school  visits  and  orientation. 

3.  Parents  may  choose  a  school  as  part  of  the 
choice  registration  process  only. 

4.  When  parents  do  not  have  to  choose  a  school: 

a.  At  time  of  initiation  of  the  choice  system, 
parents  may  elect  to  keep  their  child  in  the 
currently  assigned  school  without  any  ac- 
tion on  their  part. 

b.  After  the  choice  plan  is  implemented,  stu- 
dents already  enrolled  in  a  school  need  not 
reapply  for  enrollment  each  year.  If  a 
transfer  is  not  requested,  it  will  be  assumed 
that  the  child  will  continue  in  the  school  of 
enrollment  to  ensure  continuity. 

5.  Parents  choosing  a  school  during  choice  regis- 
tration must  select  and  rank-order  a  set  number 
of  schools  (as  determined  locally)  at  the  time  of 
registration.  Parents  are  not  guaranteed  their 
first  choice. 

6.  All  students  shall  be  provided  access  to  all 
schools  subject  only  to  the  following: 

a.  Space  availability  —  which  will  be  defined 
locally  by  the  administration  and  school 
board.  Such  policy  should  address  school 
capacity,  class  size  and  facilities.  Actual 
space  available  should  be  determined  in 
advance  of  the  choice  registration  process. 


b.  Sibling  preference  —  will  be  given  to  those 
children  with  a  brother  or  sister  in  the  se- 
lected school. 

7.  If  there  are  more  eligible  students  than  spaces 
available  after  the  criteria  in  these  guidelines 
(A.6,  a  and  b)  have  been  considered,  one  or  all 
of  the  following  may  be  used  as  further  criteria: 

a.  Those  students  living  closest  to  the  school 
may  be  given  priority,  or 

b.  A  lottery  may  be  conducted  among  the  eli- 
gible students  to  fill  the  available  spaces. 

8.  If  the  first  choice  is  not  awarded,  then  the  stu- 
dent may  be  placed  in  the  second  or  third 
choice  school,  subject  to  these  same  guidelines 
and  in  accordance  with  local  policy. 

9.  Districts  may  use  a  waiting  list  for  those  who  do 
not  receive  their  first  choice. 

10.  It  is  expected  that  students  will  spend  at  least 
one  year  in  the  selected  school  —  subject  to  the 
local  appeal  process  (A. 12). 

11.  Student  transfer  requests  —  requests  for  move- 
ment of  a  student  other  than  during  the  choice 
registration  process  —  will  be  handled  by  A 
locally  designated  school  administrator,  who 
will  discuss  the  request  with  both  the  parent/ 
guardian  and  student. 

a.  Student  placement  in  a  school  selected  by  a 
transfer  request  is  subject  to  the  same 
guidelines  as  stated  in  A.6  and  must  be 
compatible  with  the  student's  interests  and 
needs. 

b.  If  the  final  decision  of  the  locally  designated 
school  administrator  is  not  acceptable  to 
the  parent/guardian,  see  A. 12. 

12.  The  parent/guardian  should  have  the  right  to 
appeal  student  placements  or  to  transfer  deni- 
als before  a  locally  appointed  committee  com- 
prised of  a  parent(s),  teacher(s),  adminis- 
trator(s).  Final  decisions  on  appeals  rest  with 
the  district  school  board. 
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APPENDIX  "Bi 
LEARNING  INCENTIVE  PROGRAM 


PROGRAM  OBJECTIVES: 

A.  To  provide  for  a  greater  variety  of  educational  op- 
tions for  eligible  public  school  students. 

B.  To  offer  intellectually  stimulating  experiences  for 
eligible  students. 

C.  To  facilitate  the  use  by  secondary  students  of  the 
specializations,  technology  and  depth  of  knowl- 
edge available  at  public  secondary  and  public/in- 
dependent colleges  and  universities. 

D.  To  provide  students  with  an  opportunity  to  gain 
knowledge  and  skills  by  attending  other  public  sec- 
ondary institutions  or  public/independent  colleges 
and  universities. 


GUIDELINES: 

A.  Pupil  Eligibility 

1.  Twelfth  grade  students  enrolled  in  public  sec- 
ondary schools  are  eligible  for  this  program. 

2.  Students  may  participate  in  this  program  by 
taking  up  to  the  equivalent  of  two  year-long 
courses  at  a  public  secondary  institution  out- 
side their  district,  two  courses  per  semester  at  a 
public/independent  college  or  university,  or 
any  combination  of  these  up  to  the  equivalent 
of  two  year-long  courses. 

3.  Students  may  enroll  in  any  official  session,  in- 
cluding summer  session,  of  the  participating 
institutions. 

B.  Participating  Institutions 

1.  Institutions  eligible  to  participate  in  this  pilot 
are  all  Montana  public  secondary  schools  and 
public/independent  two-  and  four-year  col- 
leges and  universities. 

2.  Participating  institutions  will  determine  which 
courses  may  be  used  for  this  program. 

3.  Participating  institutions  must  provide  stu- 
dents with  a  comprehensive  list  of  course  offer- 
ings each  year  before  high  school  scheduling 
begins. 

4.  Participating  institutions  may  require  students 
to  meet  appropriate  standard  academic  pre- 
requisites for  admission  into  courses.     Such 


prerequisites  will  be  determined  by  the  indi- 
vidual institutions,  subject  to  existing  state 
regulations  and  guidelines. 

5.  Transportation:  Students  attending  participat- 
ing institutions  under  this  program  are  respon- 
sible for  their  own  transportation. 

6.  Students  may  not  audit  courses  under  this  pro- 
gram. All  courses  may  be  taken  for  credit,  and 
students  must  meet  all  requirements  set  by  the 
instructor. 

C.  Student  Placement 

1.  Participating  colleges  and  universities  will  al- 
low students  to  enroll  in  courses  offered. 

2.  Colleges  and  universities  will  provide  the  ap- 
propriate support  services  for  these  students 
(e.g.  use  of  computer  labs,  tutorial  services). 

3.  Participating  public  secondary  schools  may 
accept  students  on  a  space  available  basis. 

4.  Participating  public  secondary  institutions  and 
public/independent  colleges  and  universities 
may  not  discriminate  against  students  on  the 
basis  of  race,  gender,  language  ability,  socio- 
economic status  or  educational  handicap. 

D.  Postsecondary  Course  Completion 

1.  Students  who  successfully  complete  postsecon- 
dary courses  under  this  program  will  be 
awarded  both  secondary  and  postsecondary 
(dual)  credit. 

2.  If  a  student  attends  the  same  public/independ- 
ent college  or  university  after  high  school 
graduation,  that  postsecondary  institution 
must  accept  the  student's  credits  acquired  un- 
der this  program.  That  college/university  may 
not  refuse  to  grant  credit  and  may  not  charge 
students  for  the  award  of  this  credit  subject  to 
regulations  in  effect  at  the  time  of  the  student's 
enrollment. 

3.  Students  must  meet  the  local  resident  district 
and  state  mandates  for  graduation. 

The  OPI  and  the  Board  of  Regents  will  be  instructed 
to  develop  an  average  tuition  cost  figure  for  the  allowed 
course  hours.  There  also  will  be  funding  of  $25  per  eli- 
gible secondary  student  for  books  for  postsecondary 
courses  taken. 


APPENDIX  "C" 

SYNOPSIS  OF  ACCREDITATION  STANDARDS 

AS  OF  DECEMBER  31, 1988 


Schools  must  be  scheduled  for  at  least  180  days. 

School  districts  operating  both  an  elementary  and  a 
high  school  must  have  a  certified  superintendent. 

Schools  with: 

less  than  150  students  and  which  are  not  under 
a  district  superintendent's  supervision 
must  provide  supervision  by  the  county 
superintendent  of  schools  two  days  per 
teacher  per  year. 

less  than  150  students  must  have  a  superinten- 
dent or  2  days  per  teacher  per  year  supervi- 
sion by  the  county  superintendent. 

from  150-300  students  in  a  district  the  superin- 
tendent may  be  half-time  principal  and  the 
district  may  hire  a  half-time  principal. 

from  150-300  in  a  school  must  have  a  principal 
administering  at  least  one-half  time  and  a 
superintendent. 

greater  than  300  students  must  have  a  full-time 
principal. 

greater  than  500  students  in  a  junior  or  senior 
high  must  have  an  assistant  principal  ad- 
ministering at  least  one-half  time. 

greater  than  650  students  in  an  elementary 
school  need  an  assistant  principal  admini- 
stering at  least  one-half  time. 

3  days  of  professional  development  per  year  per 
teacher  are  required. 

School  days: 

-  2  hours  for  kindergarten/pre-school 

-  4  hours  for  grades  1-3 

-  6  hours  for  grades  4-12 

Teacher  load: 

high  schools  and  junior  highs:     4  full-time 

teachers  plus  administrator 
Middle  School  &  7-8  more  than  60  students:  3 

full-time  teachers  plus  administrator 
7-8  less  than  60  students:  2'/2  full-time  teachers 

plus  administrator 
7-12:  less  than  30  students  (phys.  ed  &  typing 

less  than  45)  (no  size  limits  for  music 

classes) 
No  teacher  has  more  than  28  hours  of  teaching 

per  week 


less  than  160  students  per  teacher  per  day  (mu- 
sic excepted) 
multigrade  - 1-3  no  more  than  20  students 
multigrade  -4-6  no  more  than  24  students 
multigrade  -  7-8  no  more  than  26  students 
Single  grade  kindergarten  no  more  than  24 
students 

Single  grade  1-2  no  more  than  26  students 
Single  grade  3-4  no  more  than  28  students 
Single  grade  5-8  no  more  than  30  students 
One  teacher  schools  no  more  than  18 
No  teacher  has  more  than  28  hours  of  teaching 
per  week 

Basic  Instructional  Program,  High  School 

•      20  units  for  high  school  graduation 
Course  requirements  for  graduation 

Language  arts:  4  units 

American  History:  1  unit 

American  Government:  1/2  unit.  A  2-unit 
course  in  American  history  and  American 
democracy,  which  includes  a  study  of  gov- 
ernment, may  be  used  to  meet  the  Ameri- 
can history  and  government  requirements. 

Mathematics:  2  units 

Laboratory  science:  1  unit 

Health  and  physical  education:  lunit.  A  school 
must  offer  at  least  a  two-year  program  of 
physical  education  and  specific  instruction 
in  health,  the  content  to  be  adjusted  to  pro- 
vide for  earning  one  unit  of  credit  during 
the  two-year  period.  Students  must  take 
health  and  physical  education  for  two 
years.  Participating  in  interscholastic  ath- 
letics cannot  be  utilized  to  meet  this  re- 
quirement. 

The  basic  instructional  program  for  each  high 
school  shall  be  at  least  16  units  of  course  work  which 
shall  include  at  least  those  given  below: 

Language  arts:    4  units.    The  basic  minimum 
program  in  the  four  skills  of  communica- 
tion (speaking,  listening,  reading  and  writ- 
ing) is  required  each  year. 
Social  sciences:  2  units 
Mathematics:  2  units 
Science:  2  units 


Health  and  physical  education:  1  unit.  A  school 
must  offer  at  least  a  two-year  program  of 
physical  education  and  specific  instruction 
in  health,  the  content  to  be  adjusted  to  pro- 
vide for  earning  one  unit  of  credit  during 
the  two-year  period.  Students  must  take 
health  and  physical  education  for  two 
years.  Participation  in  interscholastic  ath- 
letics cannot  be  utilized  to  meet  this  re- 
quirement. 

Fine  arts:  1  unit.  Fine  arts  include  music,  art, 
and  drama. 

Practical  arts:  2  units.  Practical  arts  includes 
home  economics  education,  industrial  arts, 
business  education  and  agriculture. 

Two  electives. 

Basic  instructional  program  for  junior  high  school, 
middle  school,  and  grades  7  and  8  budgeted  at  high 
school  rates  must  offer: 

Language  arts:  3  units  in  junior  high  and  2 
units  for  middle  school,  and  7th  and  8th 
grades. 

Social  sciences:  3  units  in  junior  high  and  2 
units  in  middle  school  and  7th  and  8th 
grades. 

Science:  3  units  in  junior  high  and  2  units  in 
middle  school  and  7th  and  8th  grades. 

Mathematics:  are  to  include  both  algebra  and 
general  math  in  grade  9.  Three  units  in 
junior  high  and  2  units  in  middle  school 
and  7th  and  8th  grades. 

Health  and  physical  education:  1/2  unit  each 
year  in  junior  high  and  1/2  unit  each  year  in 
middle  school  and  7th  and  8th  grades. 

Art:  1/2  unit  each  year  in  junior  high  and  1/2 
unit  each  year  in  middle  school  and  7th  and 
8th  grades. 

Music:  1/2  unit  each  year  in  junior  high  and  1/ 
2  unit  each  year  in  middle  school  and  7th 
and  8th  grades. 

Practical  arts  (includes  home  economics,  indus- 
trial arts,  business  education  and  agricul- 
ture): 1/2  unit  each  year  in  junior  high  and 
1/2  unit  each  year  in  middle  school  and  7th 
and  8th  grades. 

If  the  middle  school  program  for  grades  seven  and 
eight  is  funded  at  high  school  rates,  it  shall  include: 

Art:  art  history,  art  criticism,  aesthetic  percep- 
tion and  production. 
English  language  arts:  reading,  writing,  listen- 
ing and  speaking. 
Health  and  physical  education. 
History,  social  and  behavioral  sciences. 


Mathematics:  written  and  mental  computation 
and  problem  solving. 

Music:  general,  instrumental  and  vocal  (em- 
phasizing comprehensive  music  elements, 
music  history,  criticism,  aesthetic  percep- 
tion and  music  production). 

Physical  and  natural  sciences. 

Practical  arts:  e.g.,  agriculture,  business  educa- 
tion, home  economics,  industrial  arts. 

Exploratory  courses:  e.g.,  creative  writing, 
dance,  drama,  foreign  language,  photogra- 
phy. 

Basic  Instructional  Program:  Elementary 

Language  arts  including  reading,  literature, 
writing,  speaking,  listening,  spelling,  pen- 
manship and  English. 

Arithmetic,  written  computation  and  problem 
solving. 

Science,  ecology  and  conservation. 

Social  sciences,  including  geography,  history  of 
the  United  States,  history  of  Montana,  agri- 
culture and  economics.  Contemporary  and 
historical  traditions  and  values  of  Ameri- 
can Indian  culture  also  may  be  included. 

Fine  arts,  including  music  and  art. 

Physical  education. 

Safety,  including  fire  prevention  as  outlined  in 
state  statutes. 

Health  education. 

•     Librarians 

K-12       less  than  100  students  -11/2  hours  day 
K-12       101-300  3  hours  day 

7-12       301-500  1  full  time  librarian 

plus  one  library  aide 

(or  a  volunteer) 

7-12      501-1000  1.5  librarians 

1001-1500  2.0  librarians 

1501-2000  2.5  librarians 

2001-2500  3.0  librarians 

plus  one  library  aide 

for  each  librarian 

or  a  volunteer 

Elementary  schools:  more  than  4  teachers  must 
assign  a  teacher  with  a  minimum  of  9  credit 
hours  in  professional  library  training  at  a 
ratio  of  1  full-time  librarian  to  800  students 
or  a  minimum  of  1  hour  per  day,  whichever 
is  greater.  A  certified  teacher  with  a  library 
endorsement  or  trained  paraprofessional 
under  the  direct  supervision  of  a  librarian 
will  meet  this  requirement. 


Minimum  expenditures 

Funding:     high   school,  junior  high  school, 

middle  school  and  7th  and  8th  grade 

funded  at  high  school  rates 


50  or  fewer 

$    900                                   .      Spec 

51-100 
101-200 

1,440 
1,800 

201-500 

3,600  (or  $9.00  per             General 
student,  whichever 

501-1,000 

is  greater.) 
5,400  (or  $7.20  per 
student,  whichever 

1,000-1,800 

is  greater.) 
7,200  (or  $6.30  per 
student,  whichever 

1,801+ 

is  greater.) 
10,800  (or  $5.40  per 
student,  whichever 

is  greater.) 

A  minimum  of  $1.80  per  student  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  media  software. 


Funding:  Elementary 
300  or  fewer 

Over  300 


$8.10  per  student  or 

$180,  whichever  is 

greater. 
$2,430  plus  $4.50  per 

student  over  300 

enrollment. 


A  minimum  of  $1.80  per  student  shall  be  ex- 
pended for  media  software. 

Guidance  and  Counseling  7-12 

A  minimum  equivalent  of  one  full-time  coun- 
selor for  each  400  students  shall  be  pro- 
vided. All  schools  must  have  a  counselor 
assigned  for  at  least  one  hour  a  day  or  five 
hours  per  week. 

A  separate  room  specifically  designed  for  guid- 
ance and  counseling  shall  be  provided. 

Adequate  space  and  facilities  for  clerical  assis- 
tance shall  be  provided. 

A  guidance  library  shall  be  provided  which  is 
available  to  all  students. 


Guidance  and  Counseling,  Elementary 
Elementary  counseling  must  be  provided. 

Special  Education 


Handicapped  children  are  provided  opportu- 
nities to  become  confident,  dignified  and 
self-sufficient  members  of  society. 

To  the  maximum  extent  possible,  and  when 
appropriate,  handicapped  children  are 
educated  with  non-handicapped  in  the  dis- 
trict in  which  they  live. 

A  child  receives  special  education  only  when 
documentation  shows  that  the  child  cannot 
be  appropriately  educated  in  the  regular 
program. 

A  current  individualized  education  program  is 
prepared  for  each  student  receiving  special 
education  and/or  related  services. 

Itinerant  and  Resource  Room  Services 

Direct  services  are  provided  to  students  with 
handicaps  who  are  enrolled  in  the  regular 
education  program  for  more  than  50%  of 
the  school  day. 

Ongoing  consultation  and  communication  arc 
provided  by  the  itinerant  and  resource  per- 
sonnel to  the  student's  regular  teacher(s). 

Self-Contained  Instruction 

Direct  services  are  provided  to  students  en- 
rolled in  special  education  for  more  than 
50%  of  the  school  day. 
Students  in  self-contained  placement  partici- 
pate with  regular  students  to  the  maximum 
extent  appropriate. 

Each  student  who  has  successfully  completed  an 
identified  educational  program  must  receive  a  diploma. 
The  official  transcript  will  indicate  the  specific  courses 
taken  and  level  of  achievements. 

•     School  Plant 

Includes  general  school  plant  requirements  not 
detailed  here. 


1,200  copies  of  this  public  document  were  published  at  an 
estimated  cost  of  62<t  per  copy,  for  a  total  cost  of  $750.00, 
which  includes  $750.00  for  printing  and  $0.00  for  distribu- 
tion. 
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